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Migrant Students are Special!

Risk factors:

 Educational Continuity

 Instructional Time

 School Engagement

 English Language Development

 Education Support in the Home

 Health

 Access to Services

It is the compounding effect of these multiple risk 
factors that makes our work with migrant families so 
important!
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Home Visitors and Records Clerks: 

You make a HUGE difference!

 No one else in education in our state does quite 

the same work as our home visitors and recruiters. 

 Without records clerks, the required and essential 

identification of migrant students in the state 

database would not get done.

 Remember how great of an impact you can have 

+/-



3



Federal Projects Directors (FPDs):

You MUST have juggling skills!

 Many of you could be professional jugglers –

Migrant, TBIP, Title III, Title I, SpEd, Assessment, 

Teaching and Learning, and so on!

 Not all dollars are created equal! 

 Supplement, support, staff, and spend - but DON’T 

supplant!
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It Is Great to Have a Plan! 

 “I may be lost, but I’m making great time!”

 We have the Service Delivery Plan to guide our 

work – this is based on a Comprehensive Needs 

Assessment.

 We will evaluate …

 Remember an average plan that is well-

implemented is often far more effective than an 

excellent plan that is poorly implemented.
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Lots of Statewide Support

 MEROs – Migrant Education Regional Office

 SEMY – Secondary Education for Migrant Youth

 Migrant Health Office

 MSDR – Migrant Student Data and Recruitment 

 OSPI – Office of Superintendent of Public 

Instruction
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Parents Are Involved!

 Parent Advisory Councils (PACs)

 State Advisory Council (SAC)
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Migrant Workers’ Contributions

Washington’s 

Rank in U.S.

Percent of  Total

U.S. Production

Dollar Value 

to Washington 

State

CROP 2007 2007 2007

Red Raspberries #1 90.9 $27.9 million

Hops #1 77.3 $128.2 million

Apples #1 57.3 $1.75 billion

Sweet Cherries #1 51.3 $327.1 million *

Pears #1 46.1 $178.2 million

Concord Grapes #1 45.6 $172.2 million **

Asparagus #2 27.0 $17.8 million
Source: USDA, National Agricultural 

Statistics Service, 2007 Production

* all cherries

** all grapes



Migrant Workers’ Contributions

Governor Christine Gregoire wrote in a letter to US 
Senator Patty Murray, March 31, 2006:

“Washington’s economy lives and breathes through 
agriculture, an industry in which at least 60 percent 

of its labor force is immigrant labor.”

“The value of the hand harvested fruit industry 
exceeds $1.6 billion a year.”

“We are one of the top five states in the country in 
farm worker employment. And key crops, like our 
apples and cherries, are heavily dependent on 

migrant and seasonal farm workers.”
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Not Everyone Likes the Law!

 “Why are we having to educate undocumented students?”

 “We want your office to tell us how many students are 
undocumented.”

 Plyler v. Doe (1982)

The Supreme Court ruled that the Fourteenth Amendment 
prohibits states from denying a free public education to 
immigrant children even if they or their parents are 
undocumented. In other words, the Court decreed that all 
children residing in the United States have the right to a free 
public education without regard to their own or their parents' 
legal status as immigrants. Further, the Court emphatically 
declared that school systems are not agents for enforcing 
immigration law and therefore are forbidden to make public 
any information about the legal status of their students, or to 
inform other agencies about such status.
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I like “facilitate” better than 

“advocate”…

 Advocate – noun, verb, sometimes sounds like 

“agitate” –

 Facilitate – always a verb, active – makes me think 

of “conciliate” –

 Is this just a middle-class white perspective?
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People, more than programs, 

make the difference!

“Not everything that can be counted counts …

and not everything that counts can be counted.”

-- Albert Einstein 


